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8th Grade Summer Assignment 

Due: 1st Day of School 

Name ____________________________________ 

History Day Research for the 2020 theme: 

Breaking Barriers in History 
Directions: Just as we did in class first semester, begin your research for next year’s History 
Day project. These are the three items required: 

1. Four reputable sources found and note cards written for each source. The four 
notecards are attached. If you go to a library, be sure to get the information you 
need for the source line of your bibliography. Two primary sources and two 
secondary sources are ideal. But begin with secondary sources to learn the broader 
context of your topic. Get a book! 

 
2. An Annotated Bibliography for your four sources. See the sample from this year that 

is included. Once you have the source line, then you write the annotation. An 
annotation includes your assessment of the credibility of the source, your description 
of what you learned, how this relates to your topic, and how this will be used in your 
project. Use the Chicago Manual of Style for each source line. 

 
3. Two full pages (500 words) typed about this topic.  Use one inch margins all around 

the paper and 12 point Times New Roman. Include two direct quotes in the paper. 
Also, cite in the source where you got your information.  

 

I am available to help on August 24th from 9-12 at NC in room 213 (2nd floor of the old 
building) or I may be in the library where there is a computer lab available. 

You may also email me at glennd@spokaneschools.org, but I check my email less frequently 
during the summer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History Day Note Card # 1 
Researcher Extraordinaire __________________ 

mailto:glennd@spokaneschools.org


Topic___________________________ 
 
Title of source  _________________________________ Author ___________________________________ 
Other info. needed for the source line____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is this source about? What are the main points? List five facts or supports you have learned from this 
source that you can use in your writing. 
1.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Quote/s (direct information from the source)  
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the next step? Where does this source take your thinking? Are you on the right track? What more do 
you need to know? What will be your next source? Are you needing to change your direction or narrow down 
your topic? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

History Day Note Card #2 
Researcher Extraordinaire __________________ 

Topic___________________________ 



 
Title of source  _________________________________ Author ___________________________________ 
Other info. needed for the source line____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is this source about? What are the main points? List five facts or supports you have learned from this 
source that you can use in your writing. 
1.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Quote/s (direct information from the source)  
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the next step? Where does this source take your thinking? Are you on the right track? What more do 
you need to know? What will be your next source? Are you needing to change your direction or narrow down 
your topic? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

History Day Note Card #3 
Researcher Extraordinaire __________________ 

Topic___________________________ 
 
Title of source  _________________________________ Author ___________________________________ 



Other info. needed for the source line____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is this source about? What are the main points? List five facts or supports you have learned from this 
source that you can use in your writing. 
1.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Quote/s (direct information from the source)  
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the next step? Where does this source take your thinking? Are you on the right track? What more do 
you need to know? What will be your next source? Are you needing to change your direction or narrow down 
your topic? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

History Day Note Card #4 
Researcher Extraordinaire __________________ 

Topic___________________________ 
 
Title of source  _________________________________ Author ___________________________________ 
Other info. needed for the source line____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
What is this source about? What are the main points? List five facts or supports you have learned from this 
source that you can use in your writing. 
1.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Quote/s (direct information from the source)  
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page # or location of quote so you can find it again ________________________________________________ 
Quote:____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the next step? Where does this source take your thinking? Are you on the right track? What more do 
you need to know? What will be your next source? Are you needing to change your direction or narrow down 
your topic? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  



Topic Ideas: We are learning American History in the 8th grade. Below are many ideas 
for topics – take your pick! If you have an idea for a topic that isn’t on here, let’s talk. 
Let’s keep the topics in US history. The theme, Breaking Barriers in History, allows for 
a ton of options! The list from the National History Day website will be updated 
through the summer, and you may want to check out their updated list 

Local history: 

o Carl Maxey – Civil Rights leader in Spokane 

o Michael P. Anderson – Astronaut from Cheney, WA 

o Native children sent to white schools?  

o Mining tragedy? Sunshine mine disaster 1972 

o Fire tragedy? 

 

To understand the historical importance of their topics, students must ask questions of time and place, cause and effect, 

change over time, and impact and significance. They must ask not only when did events happen, but why did they 

happen? What factors contributed to their development? What was the lasting influence in history? How did this topic 

change the course of events? What effect did the event have on the community, society, nation and world? 

 

Whatever topics are chosen, students should be careful to place their topics into historical perspective, examine the 

significance of their topics in history and show development over time. Studies should include an investigation into 

available primary and secondary research, as well as an analysis of the material, and thus should clearly explain the 

relationship of the topic to the theme, Breaking Barriers in History. Then, students may develop papers, performances, 

exhibits, web sites and documentary presentations and projects for entry into National History Day competitions. 

 
  



Sample Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Sources 

Du Bois, William Edward Burghardt. Black Reconstruction in America. New York, Russell & Russell, 1935. 

Print. 

 Black Reconstruction in America is a book written by W.E.B. Du Bois that covers a lot of topics, such as 
slavery, the Civil War, and the Reconstruction Era. I learned about many of his beliefs, such as his belief 
that slavery was not only ethically wrong, but was also an economic setback. Black Reconstruction in 
America is dependable because its information about history corresponds with textbooks and other 
informative texts. Black Reconstruction in America corroborates with my topic because it is an example 
of how Du Bois took a stand in history by educating people. 

 

Du Bois, William Edward Burghardt. “In Black.” The Crisis, October 1920. N. pg. Rpt. in W.E.B. Du Bois: A 

Reader. Ed. Meyer Weinberg. New York: Harper & Row, 1970. 9-10. Print. 

“In Black” is an article from The Crisis magazine in which W.E.B. Du Bois discussed how the world 
had taught black people to be ashamed of their color, and how black people thought they were expected 
to look down on themselves. Du Bois believed that black people were actually not ashamed of 
themselves; they were ashamed of the caricatures that white people made featuring black people. I 
learned that one way black people were racially discriminated was by caricatures. “In Black” is reliable 
because it was written by W.E.B. Du Bois; Du Bois was a sociologist. “In Black” relates to my topic 
because it shows how many black people felt about the racially discriminatory caricatures drawn of 
themselves by white people. 
 

Du Bois, William Edward Burghardt. “The Jim Crow Argument.” The Crisis, April 1913. N. pg. Rpt. in W.E.B. 

Du Bois: A Reader. Ed. Meyer Weinberg. New York: Harper & Row, 1970. 265-266. Print. 

In “The Jim Crow Argument,” W.E.B. Du Bois writes that segregation in the United States has been 
stopping Americans from achieving a democracy, and that social equality should be given to African 
Americans. I learned about some of Du Bois’s beliefs during the 1910s. “The Jim Crow Argument” is 
trustable because many other black people during Du Bois’s time (such as Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
wanted to achieve civil rights and end segregation. “The Jim Crow Argument” is relevant to my topic 
because it contains Du Bois’s comments on civil liberty and segregation. 
 

Du Bois, William Edward Burghardt. “On Being Ashamed of Oneself.” The Crisis, September 1933. N. pg. 

Rpt. in W.E.B. Du Bois: A Reader. Ed. Meyer Weinberg. New York: Harper & Row, 1970. 11-16. Print. 

In the article “On Being Ashamed of Oneself,” W.E.B. Du Bois stated that it was difficult for black 
people to become regarded as Americans with civil rights because of their skin color, the way they did 
activities such as worshipping, and because black people were seen as lazy, responsible for poor 
government during Reconstruction, unintelligent, dishonest, etcetera. Also, Du Bois claimed that some  
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